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THE ARTS, DINING, ANTIQUES, ATTRACTIONS & SO MUCH MORE... 
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Supporting Tourism & Communities in Northeastern, CT & Beyond... 
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For An Afternoon, A Day, Or A Weekend...Come And Enjoy Northeastern Connecticut! 
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ike a beautiful painting.. northeastern | INSIDE: : enjoy the Open Artists Studios Tours, Putnam’s 
Connecticut is now blanketed with a tapestry of 3 : Holiday Strolls throughout December, and be sure to 
color. Travel Route 169-a designated National Holiday Shopping early in northeastern Connecticut... Sap Loca Ih UaTou en OueIne Season: 
Scenic Byway-to enjoy the fall foliage and scenic beauty | visit the Roseland Cottage Fine Arts and Craft Festival, | 
that this region is so famous for. Along the way you'll i Meet Charlie Coombs...A Woodworker of Extraordinary 
discover museums, art galleries, unique shops, fabulous } : Skill...Giving Back With a Lot of Heart...learn about 
restaurants, and a total of 189 structures that date : local charitable events and the people who make them 
before 1855. Enjoy holiday shopping that is inspiring : happen...then attend and offer your support... 
and fun. Meet local business owners, restaurateurs, and : Tyrone Farm Autumn Equine Events...include charity 
artists who thrive on making your visit to northeastern : rides, an historic Hunter Pace and a colorful hunt 
Connecticut something to remember. Attend one or complete with fox hounds, elegant tack and a coterie 
more of the Walktober Events throughout the region. of skilled riders on beautiful horses...Discover MARS... 
Pick-your-own apples, visit a corn maze or winery, enjoy Music at Rectory School is a program that is growing 
a live performance at the Bradley Playhouse, paint your : fast offering private music lessons taught by 
own pottery or take an art class. For a day, a weekend, : professional musicians to community members of 
or longer there is something here for everyone! all ages...and so much more! 


A calendar of events...Local Advertisers...start your 





Downtown Putnam & Area Maps ¢ Businesses ¢ Local Activities ¢ Shopping & Calendar of Events 





Northeastern Connecticut is Forty-Five Minutes from Casinos, Hartford, & Providence 
Twenty Minutes from Worcester © One Hour from Boston ¢ Three Hours from New York City 


PUTNAM TRAVELER: 5,000+ Copies Mailed & Distributed to Visitors and Area Businesses throughout CT, MA & RI 
10,000 Copies Mailed to All Residents of Putnam, Woodstock & Pomfret Connecticut 
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Jeremiah’s Antiques 








Someplace Special Restaurant 
= 7 2 r 





BOSTON MAGAZINE REPORTS 
“PUTNAM IS ONE OF NEW ENGLAND’S 
BEST 15 SMALL TOWNS” 





Wonderland Books _ 
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Victoria Station Cafe 
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Antiques shown from The Antiques Marketplace 
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From Gourmet to Casual - Great Dining Choices 
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DISCOVER DOWNTOWN PUTNAM 


RIGHT IN YOUR OWN BACKYARD: 
A FAVORITE SHOPPING AND DINING DESTINATION 
FOR PEOPLE FROM ALL OVER NEW ENGLAND 





SHOP AND DINE LOCALLY AND SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES: 
SPENDING IN OUR COMMUNITY EMPLOYS PEOPLE LOCALLY 
SUPPORTS OUR TAX BASE AND OUR NEIGHBORS 


LOCALLY OWNED - UNIQUE BUSINESSES - LOCAL HOSPITALITY 
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Main Street Grille 










" ‘ Vintage to Voguc 
Ts Arts & Framing 
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Wonderland Comics 


Arts & Framing 


Nikki's Dog House 





Unique, Local 


BY DOT BURNWORTH 


Labor Day is behind us...days are 
setting colder...and the holidays are 


right around the corner. 

It happens every year. The gift-giving 
season, which should be one of joy and 
cheer, turns into a season of stress and 
strain. Sadly, during the days and weeks 
leading into the holidays you can usually 
find me rushing around, drinking extra 
coffee to push more hours into each day. | 
know ['m not alone in this. Finding gifts 
should be an opportunity to reflect on 
how much my loved ones means to me. 
Instead, it has forced me grudgingly into 
big box stores and malls that I’m normally 
quite successful at avoiding. This, in turn, 
puts me right into a spirit that is most 
decidedly not holiday-worthy. This year, 
though, I’m taking a stand. I’m going to 
enjoy the holiday season for everything it 
has to offer, including gift-buying. With 
that goal in mind, I’ve made a schedule of 
unique opportunities in the Quiet Corner to make my 
shopping experience this year one to look forward to. 


FIRST STOP: The Roseland Cottage Fine Arts and 
Crafts Festival on October 16 and 17. This two day 
festival takes place from 10-4:30 each day on the 
grounds of the historic Roseland Cottage in Woodstock, 
CT. The festival is one of the leading juried fine arts 
and crafts shows in New England and features 175 
artisans and their wares — jewelry, woodworking, 
pottery, clothing, metalwork, and much more. As 

you shop your way through this outdoor marketplace, 
youll enjoy live music. You can plan to spend most 

of the day there, eating lunch right behind the cottage 
in the “food court.” If you’ve gotten your fill of the 
beautiful art and crafts, you can enjoy first floor tours of 


Roseland Cottage. Locals know this show well, and find : 


themselves returning year after year to see what is new. 
Deborah Welch of Woodstock CT faithfully attends 

the show every year, siting “Quality craftsmanship, 
friendly people and a beautiful setting” as her reasons 
for coming back year after year. Elaine Cavanaugh of 
Pomfret says, “It is early enough in the season for you to 
take the time to find something for the difficult-to-shop- 


for person. I go without a shopping list. Each year, I see : 


new things that are different and special. The artists all 
bring the best of what they make.” Sold. I'll be there. 


( Delsy $ Couture 


ge Boutique 


Closthitt, Jewelry, 
hiteiiaitraeoe wlio Dlawe 
This Holiday Season ~ Avoid Choos at the Mall 


Friendly sce with personalized service! 


963- 210° 136 Main Street, Pusan CT» WWWDAISYSCOUTURE. COM 
Open Wednesday - Saturday tam - 5pm 
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The very next Saturday (October 
23), you'll find me in Putnam at 
the second annual Great Pumpkin 
Festival. Besides special sales, food 
vendors, music and entertainment 
happening all over town, there will be 
more artists and craftspeople. Karen 
Osbrey, chairwoman for the festival 
committee, explained that there will 
be over 80 vendors spread throughout 
town. This year, there will also be 
kids’ events at various locations, such 
as clay pumpkin carving and painting 
at Sawmill Pottery. What a relief to 
not have to worry about keeping the 
kids happy and content while trying 
to get some shopping done. Here’s an 
event that is family friendly. I might 
even pick up some locally grown 
and produced honey or maple syrup 
at the special farmer’s market planned as part of the 
festival. 

After the festivals, I’ve got about a month until my 
next shopping “event.” I plan to spend that month 


perusing the fabulous local shops in downtown Putnam. 


One of my favorite new shops is Glimpse of Gaia on 
Main Street. In addition to being a full service florist, 





A Higher Level 
of Quality 
Now on Sale! 
Charlton Furniture 
inviles you lo experience 
the area’s premicr display 
of quality home furnishings, 
where you'll find a higher 
level of quality doesn’t 
have lo come al a 
higher price. 
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D Comnlimentare design 
service available. 
Just minuies from the CT line? 
nine 10/7? DRESSER HILL RO, (ATE 31), 
CHARLTON, Mia G71 Soy 
S08«248:5566 


harlton 


FURNITURE 


charltonfurniture.com 














they have a unique selection of vintage and 
local art gifts. Just the other day, I popped 
in and discovered some great handbags 
made from recycled clothing. The perfect 
gift for my discerning and hard-to-shop- 
for sister. From that storefront, I can turn 
either right or left and find treasure troves 
on either side, in Wonderland Books (not 
just for books), Daisy’s Couture (more 
than just clothing), and Vintage to Vogue 
(antiques are just the beginning). Walk 
toward Union Station and shop at Silver 
Circle Studio (art gallery & hand crafted 
affordable gifts.) 


Moving along, November 20th is the 
Saturday before Thanksgiving. I’ll be 
needing a hostess gift, so Pll head to the 
Farmer’s Market pavillion in Putnam, 
where the Putnam Arts Council is once 
again gathering some of the finest local 
artists for their Holiday Market 
from 10-3. Cynthia Saari, glass 
bead artist from Woodstock, 
raves, “The Putnam Arts Council 
has done a great job of putting 
together this invitational show. 
All of the participants bring 
unique, good quality work to 
a fun, informal setting. I enjoy 
shopping as well as showing 
my work to area residents and 
visitors. The Putnam Holiday 
Market allows me to offer pieces, 
which I might otherwise send 
out to galleries, in a local venue 
that benefits my community and 
makes holiday shopping more 
personal. The market has a 
special energy.” 

That brings us to 
Thanksgiving and the onslaught 
of the family that overstays their welcome. By Friday, 


: I'm going to be desperate for an activity for the group 


that doesn’t include getting to the mall before the sun 


: rises and elbowing my way through a crowded Black 
: Friday sale. That’s why I’ve blocked off November 


26-28 to tour Northeast CT during the Artists Open 
Studios Tour. If you’ve never embarked upon this art 


ST saeelb ack in time to when life was simpler and days were 
r “hr he tranquil moments and nature soothed your soul. 
ae¥sit ie 1793 Hickory Hill Bed & Breakfast, located in 
m om et Center in the heart of the Quiet Corner of 
) Northeastern Connecticut. 


1) Mt ‘ PhibaiietRoad Pomfret Center, CT 06259 
hing A call 860-963-0306 


WWW.HICKORYHILLBANDB.COM 
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58 MAIN ST. « PUTNAM, CT 06260 
(860) 928-6660 
www.someplacespecialrestaurant.com 


Full Bar, Outside dining, Catering, Take Out & Delivery 


Come see what makes us the place to eat 
in northeastern Connecticut! 
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_ ACCESSORIES IN 
AND OUT OF THE GARDEN 


& 


Unique Clothes, Jewelry, Books & Soaps 





589 POMFRET STREET 
P.O. BOX 236 e POMFRET, CT 06258 
860-928-0009 
HOURS: TUSEDAY ~ SUNDAY 10-5PM 


NORTHEAST 
CONNECTICUT’S 
PREMIER 


BOARD & SKI SHOP 
DAKINE - PALMER - HEAD 


FLOW - SNOWBOARDS - SKIS 
BOOTS - BINDINGS 


Danielson Adventure Sports 


BUS Tips TO OKEMO 
MOUNTAIN RESORT 


°° BOARD 


860-774-6010 * 21 Furnace Street, Danielson, CT 
_-Store Hours-Mion -Fri 9-7 Sat 9-4 Closed Sunday 
Shop us online @ bikect.com 





adventure, you're missing out. Working artists open 
their studios to the public. Many of them will be 
demonstrating throughout the event. Bryony Carter, 

a jeweler who participates in the tour realizes that the 
opportunity to see inside an artist’s studio and talk 

to people about how they do what they do makes it a 
different experience than shopping in a mall or even in 
a gallery. It becomes more personal. Before you start, 
find the special AOS map, or download it from the 


website, www.aosct.org. With 80 artists’ studios spread } 


out over 29 towns, it will be impossible to hit them 

all. We'll have to either pick one medium, and visit all 
the artists of that type, or maybe we'll work our way 
from town to town. Either way, Artists Open Studios 
will keep the whole family busy for days. And, after 
everyone has gone home, | have another opportunity 
the next weekend, December 4 & 5, to revisit the artists 
I didn’t see enough of. 


putnam 


S, 
; Wonderlane Book 


By the beginning of December, I hope to have 

most of my shopping done. That will free me up to 
enjoy Putnam’s Holiday Strolls. Many shops in town 
participate in this holiday season tradition, staying 

open late on the Fridays leading up to Christmas. Sheri 
Socher, owner of Arts and Framing, loves this tradition. 
She explained, “It’s a community gathering. People 
come out and socialize. It is a very ‘New England’ type 
of thing.” She paints a quaint portrait of the strolls, 
remembering one friday night last year, “It was snowing, 
and there were these beautiful Newfoundland dogs 
walking in the snow.” Many people probably don’t 
realize that Sheri, in addition to her custom framing, 
offers a variety of affordable gifts, including jewelry, 
fused glass, and sushi dishes. The holiday strolls are the 
perfect time to discover what all the wonderful Putnam 
shops have to offer in a relaxed atmosphere. I am 
looking forward to the respite it brings during the hectic 
days before Christmas. 


The Golden Laml B ullery 


~Now Open 
for our 
47th Season! 
& 
Our Friday & Saturday evenings. «: 


_ will continue with our traditional 


prix fixe menu complete with a 
hayride, entertainment & 
a table that-is yours until the 
candles burn down. 


PUTNAM TRAVELER 


Kindly Call 860-774-4423 For Reservations 
BUSH HILL ROAD, BROOKLYN, CT 
WWW.THEGOLDENLAMB.COM 


Serving Lunch: 
Tuesday-Saturday 
from 
12:00 to 2:30 pm 
& 

Serving Dinner: 
Friday & Saturday evenings 
beginning 
at 7:00 pm 
(1 seating only) 

Open Seasonally April - December 








: Just thinking about all the wonderfully unique treasures 


I might find this year is making me more excited about 
the holidays. I’m seeing it now as less of a bother, 

and more of an excuse to get out and enjoy the many 
festivals and events coming up locally. ’'m recognizing 
an opportunity to spend less money on gas to drive 
myself to the overcrowded mall. Pll get to spend that 
extra cash on a little something special for myself! 
With the extra time I'll have saved-I’ll get the chance to 
explore the wonderful shops in town that I never make 
time for throughout the year. 


Putnam, though small in size, is so rich in 
resources. It hasn’t always been this way, and it might 
not always continue without the support of shoppers 
like you and me. With more people choosing so-called 
“convenience” (remember that 45 minute drive each 


va 


antiques (iarketplace, © 


' way!) over shopping locally, the future of our sweet 

: town is not set in stone. Carol Perkins, owner of CoCo’s 
: Cottage in Woodstock, knows all about this as a local 

: business owner. She tipped me off about the 3/50 

: project. This is an awareness building organization that 
: brings to light how easy it is to make a difference in 

: your local economy and how important it is to, as they 
put it, “save the brick and mortars our nation is built 

: on.” The statistic that really hits home for me is: 68% 

: of money spent in independently owned stores returns 
to the community through taxes, payroll, and other 

: expenditures. If you spend that in a national chain, only 
43% stays here. Spend it online, and nothing comes 

: home. 


: WOW! This year, I’m all local. How about you? 


: Helpful Resources for Local Shopping & Events: 
: Roseland Cottage — www.historicnewengland.org 

: Artists Open Studios — ww.aosct.org 

* Downtown Putnam — www.discoverputnam.com 
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A full service 


Floral Boutique 
Specializing in: 


¢ Responsibly Grown Blooms 
¢ Local Hand-Made Gifts 


CE mu © Spectacular Holiday Arrangements 
: ra i“ if SQ ¢ Fine Art & Frippery 
AR ft a Wedding, Funeral & Daily 


Deliveries 


130 MAIN STREET, PUTNAM, CT 
860-928-4600 © GLIMPSEOFGAIA.COM | 
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Meet Charlie Coombs 


A Woodworker of Extraordinary Skill 


Charlie Coombs is a man to admire. He has taken the skills he learned as a child from both of his grandfathers 


BY NANCY WEISS 


is Grandfather Brown, a farmer 
H from Suffield, gave him a beautiful 

chest, full of tools Coombs uses 
everyday. From his great grandfather, 
Coombs, a boat builder in Essex, Charlie 
inherited another chest, also a constant 
source of utilitarian items. The massive 
pieces, designed for work as well as beauty, 
are icons for an immaculate workshop, 
which would make any ancestor proud. 

As he stands comfortably, hands on 
hips, smiling broadly from beneath the 
fringe of his white mustache, Coombs 
surveys his immaculate Pomfret workshop 
with affection. 

He and his wife, Paige, purchased the 
18th century property, which includes a 
central hall Colonial and a shed, which 
became the workshop, several years ago. 
They carefully restored the grounds and 


buildings into a gracious residence and productive place : 


for Coombs to recreate the antique forms he admires 
so much. Coombs and Paige, who excels as a decorator, 
furnish their home with beautiful reproductions, mixed 
in with antiques from both of their families and from 
purchases they make from friends, at shows and shops. 
Charlie Coombs knows that while life offered him 
many adventures, including a stint with the American 
Hockey League, racecar driving, and managing a 
network of dealerships for the boat company, Boston 
Whaler, creating beautiful furniture out of carefully 


Abigail's Jewel Box” 


76 Main Street * Putnam, CT 06260 * 860-928-1300 


We Specialize In Pretty 


Beautiful Engagement Rings 
and Diamond Jewelry 

Beautiful Anniversary Rings « 

@ Exquisite Estate and Gemstone Jewelry 

@ Acclaimed Custom Design Work & 
Fine Jewelry Repairs 
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WE Buy Your Op, BROKEN OR 
UNWANTED JEWELRY! 

Top SSS paid immediately for Gold, 
Gold & Silver Coins, Gold Watches, 
Platinum, Diamonds (0.50ct +), 
Sterling Flatware & Vases, Etc. 
Not Sure? Bring it in Anyway’ 


Professional & Trustworthy 
3rd Generation Jewelers 
Buy, Sell or Trade Your 


In the © of downtown Putnam 
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chosen wood fills his days with satisfying work. A list 
of orders for furniture extends well into the future. 
Charlie Coombs worked with his first set of tools 
as a child, growing up in Essex, Ct. “When I was 
around 4 my grandfather Brown built me a little work 
bench. 
I remember working at it in the kitchen of our home. 
My son used it and how my grandson works on it.” 
Coombs maternal grandfather’s work chest was 
passed on to his grandson in the 1970’s and stands on 
the left as one enters the Pomfret workshop. The tools 


- 
| | 
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it contains while now antiques are used 
often in the construction of the furniture 
Charlie Coombs works on nearly every 

| day. Charlie Coombs specializes in “high 
a country” style furniture produced, most 
S appropriately, under the name Coombs 
and Brown. Every piece of furniture or 
decorative item made by Coombs bears a 
label with that name and the date it was 
crafted. While many artists sign their 
work, Charlie Coombs acknowledges 
the raw material by listing where the 
tree came from that is the source of the 
furniture wood. 


in 1991, Goombs knew it was time 
to change careers. He gave his 
notice to the president of Boston 
Whaler Gompany, who accepted 

it reluctantly. On the frst day of 
retirement Coombs walked into his 


: workshop addressed his ancestral chests, saying- 
' “Gentlemen, lets go to work’ 


: To educate himself in the intricacies of 17th and 18th 

: century furniture, the Coombs visit museums through 
: out the region for inspirations and specifics. At the 

: Flynt Museum in Deerfield, Mass. artisans are welcome 
: to measure and study pieces in the collection. Other 

: institutions including Shelburne and Winterthur 

: welcome close inspection of their furniture. Coombs 


|Werlavakeee wlO)iilece hé)meriie 
IN THE QUIET CORNER 


(ey Prudential connecticut Realty 


WOODSTOCK - Architect designed 
on a dead end road! 2+-bedrooms, 
2633 square feet with a soaring bowed 
flat-stone dry stacked fireplace in the 
living/dining room and wide pine floors 
throughout the first floor. The heated 
pool and pool house/guest house are 
connected by a tiered deck with a 
pergola and covered seating area. 
Asking $422,000 
www.E229284.prudentialct.com 


WOODSTOCK - On historic 
Woodstock Hill with other prominent 
antique homes, this 1905 Queen Anne 

style home is on 7 acres taking in 
gorgeous views beyond. Completely 
updated with only the best of the best 
and now simply outstanding! Six 
bedrooms, 5 full and 2 half baths, 6 
fireplaces. Carriage House. Ice House. 
$1,450,000. www.493Route169.com 


THOMPSON - The landmark Samuel B. 
Watson home is in a historic district just 
off Thompson Hill’s town green. On 1.80 
acres this 1767 home has just undergone 
extensive renovations and additions. 
Its 5333 square feet feature the best 
of everything and include professional 
landscaping, a porte cochere and a 
new 40x40 barn! Asking $700,000. 
www.374ThompsonRoad.com 


STEPHANIE J. GOSSELIN 


Fine Homes Specialist 
860.428.5960 


stephaniegosselin@prudentialct.com 


www.stephaniegosselin.prudentialct.com 


Osilta Gy Cmes 


www.prudentialCT.com 
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Top 3% Nationally 
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also studies auction catalogs to understand the specific 
qualities of various pieces. Coombs has a special 
affection for New England furniture. “Proportions are 
everything. New England old timers had it right,” he 
says with a smile. 

Charlie and Paige participate in one or two major 
shows each year, where they meet old friends and 
develop new customers. Many are returning patrons 
because Coombs works with buyers to make sure that 
he is fabricating the item they imagine. “It is really 
important for me to understand what my customer sees 
in his mind’s eye. I know what their house looks like. 
My goal is for each piece to fit in a house furnished with 
antiques and not stand out.” Coombs said. 

For the first time during the summer of 2010, 
Coombs did a show in Putnam at the home of artist 


15 Artists. 15 Art Chairs. 15 Weeks. 
Join us each Friday at 2 pm for tea & treats as we unveil the newest 
Art Chair in the series. October $ thru January 14, 2011 


; 


CHAIR: N-TEA 


ie ART CHAIR BENEFIT 


EXHIBITION 


Celebrating the 15" Anniversary of 
Wi Habitat for Humanity’ 
af Northeast Comnecticat 
TEA RECEPTION 


Saturday, January 22, 2011 * 2-5 pm 
$30 PER PERSON 
(215 wall be donated co Habirar for Homaniry 
of Northeast Conmecticut amd is cax-deducsble} 


Gallery & Shoppes 
WED - SAT 11-5 *SUN 11-4 


330 Pomfret St. (Rt.169) 
Pomfret Center CT 06259 
660-926-5492 
CelebrationsShoppes.com 


Fire spines front Paltatnt 


ita Rote 44 fickels cwatlatle a! Celetmations Gallery & Sbopes 
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ARTS & FRAMING 5 


& THE SOCHOR ART GALLERY | 


Custom Framing 


Sheri Sochor: 860-963-0105 
The difference is...I care. 
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- ArT & FRAME RESTORATION - 
- ANTIQUE & CONTEMPORARY ART & PHOTOGRAPHY - ® 


10% Off 


112 MAIN Street ¢ Putnam, CT 06260 
www.artsandframingputnam.com 
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Barbara Lussier, which was in Coombs words, “a great 
show.” 

Every year he and Paige travel to the Bedminster 
Traditional Artisans Show in Pennsylvania. The forty 
pieces brought to the show, attract a crowd of collectors 
of high style country furniture. Items are sold from the 
floor or customers are invited to place orders, which 


Coombs lines up in his schedule. Sometimes patrons 


PIANO LESSONS 


By ANDERS VERCELLI 


c=) 


CHILDREN & ADULTS 
ALL STYLES 
WEEKDAY & WEEKEND AVAILABILITY 


860.428.2610 


email: anders@andersjazz.com * www.andersjazz.com 


: are eager to purchase something, but are unsure as to 

: exactly what they want. A Coombs reserve a time slot 

: for them and gives them space to think about the piece 
: they desire. 


Whether making a complex case piece, a Windsor 


: chair or a dining room table, Coombs takes great 

: pains to finish the items appropriately. He wants the 

: finish to look thin and old, so he has developed his 

: own methods for painted or oiled items. For painted 

: furniture, he mixes his own milk based paint, often 

: applying one color over another so that when chipped, 
: the under color will show through. He may apply 

: fourteen to sixteen coats, slowly building layers and 

: allowing the paint to age. In the end, he will distress 

: and mark the pieces making them appear as if they have 
: endured years of wear and tear. 


Authenticity is important at Coombs and Brown, so 


: Charlie has developed a network of suppliers for hinges, 
: drawer pulls, grain painting, hand-made nails, antiqued 
: leather and blown glass. 


A handsome gin box with four bottles, blown by 


: Coombs’ friend, a Williamsburg artisan, is part of the 
: collection of smaller pieces Coombs makes to sit on 

: tables or hang on the wall, like the gaily decorated 

: candle boxes and pipe holders. 


As sunshine streamed though the window of 


: the Coombs home in Pomfret on to the soft, green 

: glass bottles, one could almost believe it was 1790 

: and refreshment was being offered by a genial host to 
: travelers alighting from a horse drawn coach. 


Charlie Coombs grandfather and great grandfather 


: gave him two handsome chests. With his own 

: industry and artistry, he honed his natural talents and 
: became a woodworker of extraordinary skill. From 

: his Pomfret home, he does exactly what he likes to do 

: while bringing to the rest of the world, items of beauty, 
: authenticity and utility. Charlie Coombs has much to 

: smile about. To contact Coombs and Brown call 

: 860-928-2905. 


Stroll through our antiquefarmhouse = 
and barn enjoying rooms filled with scented sy 
herbs, topiaries, tuned wind chimes and 
soothing fountains. 
Beautiful accessories to feather your nest 
Works from local Artistans » Quality country antiques 
Relax and enjoy the flavor of Woodstock 


260 Rte. 171 e South Woodstock, C'T 
(860) 928-0571 ¢ Mon - Sat 9-5, closed Sun 
www.gardengatefloristct.com 
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Back 


with alot of heart 


Windham County may be the least wealthy in the state but it seems to have the biggest heart. 
Charitable and volunteer organizations abound, from faith-based associations to non-profit 
agencies to grassroots groups supporting friends and family in crisis. It seems like every week 

a variety of fundraising events are scheduled in the Quiet Corner to support a range of worthy 
causes. The economy hasn’t rebounded the way we would like, but residents and local businesses 
are still reaching into their pockets and offering time, energy and financial support to give 


back to their communities. 


VOLUNTEERS’ 
WELCOME 


PLEASE CHECK AT OFFICE 





BY GRIS-GADIZ 


or over twenty years the Thompson Ecumenical 

Empowerment Group or TEEG has served the 

regional community through food and fuel 
assistance, mentoring and anger management, holiday 
giving and many other programs. TEEG receives 
funding from federal, state and municipal levels but 
last year, donations from the community added over 
$100,000 to their annual budget. 

“The level of giving in Northeastern Connecticut is 
always amazing,” says Donna Grant, Executive Director 
of TEEG. “We have tremendous donors that most of the 
area’s philanthropic organizations have in their list of 
annual givers. But there are so many middle class and 
lower income donors who also give what they can. I 
think it’s because so many are personally connected to 
someone who is ‘walking the walk’ or know someone 
who has experienced cancer or hunger or needed 
hospital care or even has participated in the local 
cultural arts. They feel connected to the work that is 
being done and they feel supported by it.” 

Grant feels that this “foundation of overwhelming 
generosity” arises from the area’s robust “fabric of 
community.” She points to the example of downtown 
Putnam’s economic revival and the sense of energy 
one feels there. “East Woodstock has its 4th of July 
Jamboree. Pomfret has its Memorial Day Parade. Each 
town has its own homey, grassroots events that bring 
everyone together...they erase the divide between the 
haves and have-nots and emphasize that we are all in 
this together and collectively we can meet our needs.” 

Pegi Breckel has been a volunteer with Habitat for 
Humanity of Northeast CT since 1994. She is currently 


Theatre of Northeastern Connecticut 
30 Front Street (Ri. 44) Downtown Putnam, Connecticut 


THE CRUCIBLE 
October 22, 23, 29 & 30 at 8:00 pm * October 24 & 31 at 2:00 pm 
Arthur Miller’s 1953 Tony Award winning play is the compelling story 
| of the Puritan purge of witchcraft in old Salem. This gripping 
(’ | historical drama is a timely parable of our contemporary society. 
ruCIDIC Non-Musical: $13 seniors/students & $16 adults 


A Christmas Carol 
December 3, 4, 10, 11, 17 & 18 at 8:00 pm * December 5, 12 & 19 
at 2:00 pm The often bizarre and ultimately heartwarming story of 
Scrooge, Bob Cratchit, and Tiny Tim tells the classic tale of greed and % 
selfishness. Forced to review his life and those around him, Scrooge’s 
redemption brings change to a world of sadness and want. 
Non-musical: $16 for Adults * $13 for Students/Senior Citizens 


Tickets Available at: 
Wonderland Books, 120 Main St., Putnam, CT 
Victoria Station Cafe, 91 Main St., Putnam, CT 

For reservations call 860-928-7887 or online at 
www.bradleyplayhouse.org ~ Al/ seats general admission 


on the Board of Directors, serving as Secretary. Habitat 
for Humanity of Northeast CT is celebrating its 15th 
anniversary of providing decent, affordable housing 

to families in need in a ten-town area. “Thanks to the 
community, our Habitat ReStore, newly relocated to 171 
Providence Street in Putnam, has been enjoying success 
for over seven years,” says Breckel. “In fact, very soon 
we plan to start Thursday evening hours in addition to 
our regular Friday, Saturday and Sunday hours.” The 
Habitat ReStore sells new and gently used building, 
home improvement materials and other home goods 

at a fraction of normal prices. The ReStore depends 

on donations from local residents and businesses. In 
addition to keeping these materials out of landfills, sales 
help fund Habitat’s building program—including the 
latest project in Brooklyn, CT. 


‘O ur community has been very 
supportive of the work we do, says 
Breckel. “Some churches donate money on 
an ongoing basis while others donate 
space for meetings or fundraising events; 
skilled tradesmen and women have 
donated huge amounts of time on the 


builds; local community banks tend to be 
very generous with donations of time and 
money; local attorneys have donated their 
time and expertise; and both small and 
large businesses have funded radio and 
print advertising for special projects.” 


Recently, Breckel was approached by Jean Barton of 
Celebrations Gallery G Shoppes in Pomfret. This local 
business created an event specifically to support Habitat 
for Humanity of NECT. “Chair-A-Tea” is a special art 
sale that celebrates Habitat’s 15 years serving the 
community. Starting October 8, an original “Art Chair” 
created by an area artist will be unveiled every Friday 
and—hopefully—sold. A portion of each Art Chair sale 
will be donated to Habitat. The benefit will run for 

15 weeks and culminate in a “Chair-A-Tea Party” at 
Celebrations’ Tea Room on January 22. Half of the 


: payroll deductions. 
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ticket price ($15) for this special Tea Reception will 


: be donated to Habitat and a check will be presented 


during this gala. “This fundraiser was the creation of 
Celebrations Gallery,” says Breckel. “It is one of the 
more truly unique and novel ideas for a fundraiser. In 
the past we have benefited from golf tournaments, 
auctions, spooky hayrides and even a huge rummage 
sale hosted last year by local Realtors for Habitat, 


: however, the ‘Chair-A-Tea’ is a one-of-a kind event.” 


The creativity and generosity of the various ways 
that the community gives seems boundless. Breckel 
specifically notes two instances that she felt were very 
special, including one local manufacturing company 
that been donating the past several years through 
“Some of the employees authorized 
the payroll department to deduct a specific amount 
of money from each paycheck and those funds come 
directly to us. Now that is solid support.” The other 
special gift is a song written by local musician and 


: performer Sally Rogers called “We Will Build This 


House.” During Habitat’s 10th anniversary in 2005, 
Sally performed the song with Frederick Moyer, a classic 


: pianist who donates a concert for Habitat each year. 
: They recorded the performance and Sally included the 


song ona CD to benefit Katrina school victims. The CD 


: will be available for sale at the ReStore. 


“Financial support has slowed a bit during 
this economic downturn so a special event, such as 
Celebrations’ “Chair-A-Tea” is greatly appreciated,” says 
Breckel. The official kick-off for the upcoming Habitat 
Brooklyn build is Friday, October 15th at Tyrone Farm 


continued on page 12 





Debora J. Alda 
Shirley Bernstein 
Judith Bird 

Lula Mae Blocton 
Julie Caprera 
Cheryl Cianci 
Christina Cirillo 
Carol Dunn 

Elise Fargnoli 
Jennifer lanagan 
Annie Gusman Joly 
Bernice Harmyk 
Cindi Kasek 
Frances Kornbluth 
Donna Lange 
Wendy Lavigne 
Audrey Murcci 
Rena Masson 
Vanessa Martel 
Carly Martin 
Cheryl Martin 
Joanna Matuck 
Jean Murphy 
Karen Reid 

Ann Rosebrooks 
Pragati Sharma 
Lindsay Shaw 
Wendy Stone 
Janice Law Trecker 


WOMEN’S SHOW 


a breast cancer benefit 


10% of the proceeds for 
DKH Deary Memorial Cancer Fund 


DAY KIMBALL HEALTHCARE 


Oct. 6 - Nov. 14, 2010 


Artist's Reception: 
October 8, 6:00 - 8:00pm 


“To Bean or 
not to Bean...?” 
..iS it really a question? 


daily specials 
beer & wine 
new kids’ menu 


lunch & dinner 
weekend breakfast 


860-928-1562 


corner of routes 44, 169 & 97 * pomfret * connectiéut 


“The Vanilla Bean Cafe in Pomfret 1s one of those rare places that truly has something for 
everyone...Oh, yes - the food is truly delicious, too.” - Bill Daley - Hartford Courant 


www. heVanillaBeanCafe.com 
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WHERE TO STAY, DINE & BE ENTERTAINED... 


Walktober - photo by James Cutle Sa Sager oy 


“¢ FRIDAY AFTERNOON CHECK IN: 

Check into the new Hickory Hill Bed and Breakfast 
(www. hickoryhillbandb.com) located in Pomfret 
Center, CT. Travel back in time to when life was simpler 
and days were unhurried, when tranquil moments and 
nature soothed your soul. This Circa 1793 Colonial 
has been tastefully restored and sits majestically upon 
a knoll, surrounded by mature Sugar Maples and 
Pines. The exterior of the fieldstone fireplace boasts 
English Ivy that strives to climb to the stars. Hickory 
Hill features two guest rooms with shared bath and 
private guest parlor. The setting is perfect for a family 
or for couples who do not mind sharing a bath. For 
reservations or more information, contact innkeepers 
Judi & Andy Mitchell at hickoryhillbb@charter.net or 
call 860-963-0306. 


“* FRIDAY NIGHT DINNER: 

Enjoy authentic northern Italian cuisine at Bella’s 
Italian Bistro (www.bellasbistromarket.com) located 
on Main Street in Downtown Putnam. Recently voted 
‘Best New Restaurant’ by Connecticut Magazine, 
Bella’s features fresh seafood, beef & pork, topped 
with incredible sauces, spaghetti @ meatballs, and 
fabulous grilled pizzas. This restaurant is BYOB, but 
if you call ahead, they will make arrangements to have 
your favorite wine or beer ready for you. In addition, 





the staff at Bella’s makes this dining experience one to 


= remember. 


: &% SATURDAY MORNING: 

: Most B&B’s include breakfast, but if not, enjoy breakfast 
: at the Vanilla Bean Café (www.thevanillabeancafe. 

: com) located in Pomfret Center. The menu changes 


seasonally. Today, they are offering Fish @ Crab Cake 


: Benedict, Pumpkin Pancakes, a Turkey Omelet and 
: Veggie Pesto Scrambled Eggs. The Vanilla Bean also 


serves lunch @ dinner and features live music every 
Saturday night. 


| & SATURDAY MID MORNING: 
: Paint your own pottery at Sawmill Pottery (www. 
? sawmillpottery.com) located in downtown Putnam. 


Great for holiday gift giving—Sawmill offers dinnerware, 


: holiday items, sculptural pieces, and more. The cost 
: is $10/hour to paint plus the cost of the bisqueware, 
: which currently ranges from $3-$36. Paint your own 
: hours are 10-4pm on Saturday. 


“* SATURDAY LUNCH: 
Grab lunch at Someplace Special Restaurant 
(www.someplacespecialrestaurant.com) located 


: in downtown Putnam. Recently renovated, featuring 


casual American Italian cuisine, Someplace Special has 


MUSIC AT T HE RECTORY SCHOOL 


= PREC 


“Ah, music. A magic beyond all we do here!” 


J. K. Rowling, Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone 


TAKE YOUR CHILD TO MARS FOR A FANTASTIC, MUSICAL EXPERIENCE! 


« Private, weekly lessons on woodwinds, brass, strings, 
drums, piano, guitar, and voice. 
New this fall: violin, viola, cello, and oboe. 


* Highly qualified teachers and performers matched to | 
the individual needs of the student. 


© All classes after school in Rectorys Tang Center. 


+ Call Jacqueline Smith, Director: 860-963-7640. 


860-963-7640 The Rectory School 528 Pomfret St., Pomfret, CT 06258 
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www.rectoryschool.org 


: something for everyone. Enjoy freshly prepared entrees 
: such as Lobster Ravioli, Chicken @ Veal Parmesan, and 
Mussels Marinara. They also serve sandwiches, wraps, 

: salads, pizza and burgers, all at a great value. Dine 

: inside or out on the new patio! 


: + SATURDAY AFTERNOON: 

: Enjoy a little Holiday Shopping! The Quiet Corner is full 
: of small, unique retail shops offering charming settings 

: and treasures you won’t find just anywhere. Pomfret 

: features Celebrations Gallery & Shoppes, Martha’s 

: Herbary, Pomfret Spirit Shoppe, and HAZELWOOD 


Gallery of Fine & Functional Art. Woodstock features 
Garden Gate Florist & Gift Shop, Coco’s Cottage, The 


: Flying Carpet Studio, Scranton Shops, Mrs. Bridges 

: Pantry, Taylor Brooke Winery, and more. Putnam 

: features the Antiques Marketplace, Sawmill Pottery, 

: Arts & Framing, Glimpse of Gaia, Daisy’s Couture, 

: Woolworks Yarn Shoppe, Silver Circle Studio, Abigail’s 
: Jewel Box, and more! For more information about area 
: shops visit the following websites: www.visitpomfret. 
: com, www.explorewoodstock.com and 

: www.discoverputnam.com. 


: + SATURDAY EVENING: 

: Make reservations for dinner at the Mansion at Bald 

: Hill (www.mansionatbaldhill.com), tucked away 

: in a private setting in beautiful Woodstock, CT. This 

: premier restaurant features an eclectic seasonal menu 

: utilizing local organic farms to provide guests with the 

: highest quality ingredients, prepared with passion and 
: presented with an artistic flair by a team of experienced 
: award-winning chefs. The Mansion at Bald Hill is also 

: a bed and breakfast featuring six exquisite guest rooms. 
: Plan ahead and make reservations early! 


: &% SUNDAY MID MORNING: 

: Get outside and hike, walk, or ride the trails of 

: northeastern Connecticut. Enjoy miles of nature trails 
: at the Connecticut Audubon Center in Pomfret 


(www.ctaudubon.net). Adn be sure to visit www. 


: thelastgreenvalley.org to learn about the many 


“Walktober” walks and paddling events planned for 


: this fall! The multitude of special events featured 

: during Walktober includes two different corn mazes in 

: Sterling and Thompson, CT, the Brimfield Antique Auto 
Show in Brimfield, MA, the Annual Fine Arts and Crafts 
: Festival at Roseland Cottage in Woodstock, CT, and the 
Willimantic Art and Co-Op Festival in Willimantic, CT, 

: featuring the works of a multitude of artists, musicians 

: and theatrical performers. 


Thank you for visiting 


northeastern Connecticut... 


ernie Woodstock Rectesns 
Association welcomes you! 


Experience the charm of a gentler time 
and place on the Heritage Trail in 
Connecticut's “Quiet Corner.” 


Explore Woodstock 
—— 


Antiques, crajts, florists, produce, furniture, 
pottery, lodging and much more 


For more information, annual events and 
a complete list of merchants visit: 


WWW.EXPLOREWOODSTOCK.COM 





October 


Month of October 

Walktober 

The annual event includes free guided walks, rides 
and paddles, and promotes events associated with 
the mission of the Quinebaug Shetucket Heritage 
Corridor. 

www.thelastgreenvalley.org 


8th (through 1/22) 

“Chair-A-Tea” Art Sale 

to benefit Habitat for Humanity of 
Northeast, Connecticut 

Celebrations Gallery & Shoppes, Pomfret, CT 

Valu ate)are) me) alisme)ner-1a74-1 (e/a owe ko) (a ANAT ATIY=) Esy-1 AVA ko) 
artists will each create an original Art Chair. Over 15 
weeks, these chairs will be displayed and sold. 
OF=)(- 10) F=11(e)atsm'd1| ele) ar=lXmr> ls eLe)alle)ame)m-r- (ea Wala Oval-lle 
sale to Habitat for Humanity of Northeast Connecticut. 
NV VAWYAWAC@x=1(510) ro] 8(@)al<s~Ja [0] 6) @l-\- mere) a0 


16th-17th, 10-4:30pm 

(Rain or Shine) 

Annual Fine Arts & Crafts 

Festival at Roseland Cottage 

\'A'LoYeoe k=} Cole] em Onl 

This festival is one of the leading juried fine arts 

and crafts shows in New England and features 175 
artisans and their wares - jewelry, woodworking, pot- 
tery, clothing, metalwork, and much more. Enjoy live 
anlUtsjlemmr- ia celete merelU|aemr-laleMila-imi(ele)m (ele) s-melmace)-\-1(-l ale) 
Cottage. Admission: free to Historic New England 
faa=yanlexelece-laremevall(olelamelate(-) am Mam Som ale)alaa(-100] 0\-18<) 
WAY AWAalksice) sel at=y\=)are] t= 1ale me) ge) 


22, 23, 29 & 30th @ 8pm 

24 & 31st @ 2pm 

The Crucible 

Bradley Playhouse, Putnam, CT 

Arthur Miller's 1953 Tony Award winning play is the 
(oxo) ga} eX=11 [ale }K0) AVA) MAS aa0) alt= am ol0lce(>Me)mUTI(ealer- lima 
old Salem. This gripping historical drama is a timely 
leye}e=]e)(-me)mele|mmexe)alt-)an) ele)e-lavmsvelel=1a\A 

Non-Musical: $13 seniors/students & $16 adults 
www.bradleyplayhouse.org 


23rd 

2nd Annual Northeastern, CT Pumpkin 
Festival & Craft Fair 

Putnam, CT 

lmxsyo1i0 lalate Mm INsmanlels)lemm- mu alule(>merr-limr-liom ell /anle).dia) 

carving, kids events, pumpkin cuisine from local 
restaurants, and much more! 

WYAUYAWAC@ [ESYexO)Y{s10 @LULal<lanmero)an| 


29th 

Putnam’s Trick-or-Treat Night 

Downtown Putnam 

Businesses from Jessica Tuesday’s to Jade Garden 
Restaurant will hand out free candy to the kids. Safe 
late MU ALM WAWAWAUIANAre\elonexe) an 


facebook. 


mre) |(o)''au Mal: od Uidat-\ eam Ne-hYd-)(-) ae) ai mr-(ex-) elele).@ 


November 


27th through Dec. 22nd 

Holiday Nature Store 

Audubon Center at Pomfret, CT 

Gifts for all ages, with mother nature in mind. Bird 
feeders, houses and seed, gardening gifts, nature 
books and items for children, field guides, 
Christmas plants, nature jewelry, gift baskets, 
holiday swags and more. 

WAY AW Aese= [ele [Ul ele)amarsyt 


26th-28th 

Holiday Open House 

Woodstock Merchants 

VATS ma Al (olete [=i eYey qv (=1nevar=lalecmelllalalemeal= lia 
Holiday Open House Weekend! 

WAY AWA= 9,4 @)(0] R=auveXele k=} leley.qrexelan| 


26th-28th 

Open Studio Tour 2010 

of Northeastern, CT 

Artists Open Studios presents more than 80 artists in 
as many studio locations! While you enjoy the variety 
and quality of the artwork, you will be supporting art, 
artists, and a valuable tradition in the Quiet Corner. 
Admission is Free. 

www.aosct.org 


28th @ 5pm 

Razzle Dazzle Light Parade 

DYoyW alo) amaaeitarlae 

It's a festive, fun-filled, illuminated holiday parade to 
celebrate the spirit of the season! 

AWAY VAW ALA NYAic= (ele mexe) an) 


December 


Month of December 

Friday Night Holiday Strolls 
DYoywia\(o)ameaeitarelae 

Every Friday from Thanksgiving to Christmas, the 

J alo) ok- la @) (em Ke) Ja(sm eae ltar-lanmu/iimelome)el-yamcomal-)/emnvisal 
Zo] 0] am ao) |(ek= \yaes) ale) 6) 6)/ale pam Oxo) pat>msiine@)| Mial-Molin-\-1k Me) 
Putnam, peruse the shops, grab a bite to eat or a hot 
=} i> Wo) am @r- 6) 0) U(ere7| alo mural ale mcvey-|,@] om talom ale) (el- Nar) oi ale 
WYAYVAWAC@ | ESXexO)Y{=10 OLU](aTolanmerolan| 


Museum Shop Holiday Fair 
Thompson Historical Society 
Thompson, CT 

Holiday gifts, gift wrap, decorations. 
New items added regularly. 
WYAVVAUVALUaleya nl exsxe)alalisice)sler=] mele 


4th-5th 

Open Studio Tour 2010 

of Northeastern, CT 

Artists Open Studios presents more than 80 artists in 
as many studio locations! While you enjoy the variety 
and quality of the artwork, you will be supporting art, 
artists, and a valuable tradition in the Quiet Corner. 
Admission is Free. 

www.aosct.org 


4th 

Saint Nicholas Victorian Fair 

Pomfret, CT 

Christ Church’s popular Holiday Fair with ‘themed 
booths’ that cater to various shopping specialties, free 
admission. 


3, 4,10, 11,17 & 18th @ 8pm 

5,12 & 19 @ 2pm 

A Christmas Carol 

AM at-meyitslame)y4-lac-m-lare Mel itiaar=i>)\vmalst=lanncclanaliale ms) Ce) avme)i 
Scrooge, Bob Cratchit, and Tiny Tim tells the classic 
tale of greed and selfishness. Forced to review his life 
and those around him, Scrooge’s redemption brings 
change to a world of sadness and want. Non-musical: 
$16 for Adults 

$13 for Students/Senior Citizens 

VAYAMA ol ralel(=nvd elt Naarelulsy- me) Ke] 


26th @ 4pm 

Santa is Coming to Putnam 
Rotary Park, Putnam 

Free candy canes, hot 

chocolate & cookies. 

AAW AYAWALANYAir= (ele mexe) an) 


On Going Events 


Arts & Framing 

Putnam, CT 

860-963-0105 

AWAY Arc accr-lavelie-laaliare) eleliat-laamexe)in| 
Features art exhibits throughout the season. 


Connecticut Audubon Society - 
Center at Pomfret 

Pomfret, CT 

Lots to See & Do 

Pomfret, CT 

860-928-4849 

WAVYAWAed el U(e[Ulele)amatqy1 


Performing Arts of NECT 

Hyde Cultural Center 

Woodstock, CT 

WAWAYA ol-lacelganlialet-lat-jat-te1me)ge| 
Offers live musical and theatre events 
ida}colulelarelulmia(-mV(-1-1e 


The Vanilla Bean Cafe 

Pomfret, CT 

860-928-1562 
WAWATA'e: Tali itsleler-larersiic mere) an 

BM al=mVclallitcm=t=s-lamisrclielcs cm liom ie)| @aaletsie 
every Saturday @ 8 PM. and displays 

re Tanvie)ac@licelanmelerslir-laiist-latse 


tokyo litem Oxehar-le [= 

Woodstock, CT 

WAWAW A altsy coy a(eral-V(-lale|t-lavemelae| 

Roseland Cottage is offering tours, teas, concerts, and 
r=) ater=\na]@)aal=/alesmiaiceleie|aleleimiato mi -\-16 


Silver Circle Studio 

Putnam, CT 

860-963-2900 

WAWAWACHIN(claed/gei(-r-Jtecel(omMerelan 

Features local artwork and art exhibits throughout the 
season. Offers a range of workshops and art classes 
for all ages. 


Victoria Station Cafe 

Putnam, CT 

860-928-2600 

WAU ATVAYi (oa ke) ars [-yr-]i(e)aler-|i-merean| 

Victoria Station Cafe features live music 
(o}alolexer-'=)(e)amia}colule]alelimial-ms\=1- 1510) ap 
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in Pomfret. This “Raise the Roof” fundraiser will feature 
a good, old-fashioned barn dance. In addition, Realtors 
for Habitat will hold their second annual rummage 

sale on Saturday, October 23 at donated space on 
Providence Street in Putnam. 

“Every penny goes to support local women and 
men for mammograms, and education,” says Pat 
Hedenberg of DKH, regarding the Deary Memorial 
Cancer Fund. “The fund offers scholarships for area 
residents to attend school to become a registered 
radiographer. Last year the fund paid for 43 
mammograms, two ultrasounds, one core biopsy, one 
surgery, lab tests and two oncology therapies.” 

“After being diagnosed with breast cancer last 
spring, my mother in law moved up here from Florida 
to receive care from DKH,” explains Silver Circle Studio 
owner Carly Martin. “I wanted to give directly back to 
them for this event. Last year I donated to the Breast 
Cancer Coalition Fund, but I wanted to keep it ALL 
local this year. The community was very supportive of 
the event last year. Everyone is affected by breast cancer 
in some way; so many people feel compelled to get 





PA suse “creative” fundraiser this fall is the 2nd Annual Women’s Show: A Breast Cancer 
enefit, sponsored by Silver Circle Studio in Putnam. From October 6 to November 14, this 
show will feature 25 local female artists, and Silver Circle Studio will donate 10% of gallery 
proceeds to the Day Kimball Hospital Deary Memorial Cancer Fund. Artists Rebecca Leonard, 
Taylor Martin, Dorothy Drobney, and Amanda Densmore have donated artwork to rattle. In 
addition, 10% of many of the gallery's retail items will also go towards the cause... last year 
some vendors created “pink” themed items specifically for the cause. An Opening Reception is 


Jerlecli(ach el pele ya Olereouepienutene) ave 





involved or are inspired by our efforts. Our community 
is particularly passionate about rallying for a worthwhile 
cause.” 

Cancer is fought hard in the Quiet Corner from 
every imaginable approach, from art shows to walking 
(Relay for Life) to running (Deary Memorial Road 
Race—in its 21st year) and even from horseback. In 


75 Main Street Putnam, CT * 860.928.2900 


2\silver-circle 


studio gallery artclasses gifts 


visit our contemporary gallery featuring 

award-winning local & regional artists 
handcrafted gifts in all price ranges 
art classes & workshops for all ages 


bringing ah ELE to the community 


: 2000, Quiet Corner residents Pam Townshend and Amy 
i Jakowski combined their love of horses and their desire 
' to join the battle against breast cancer by starting the 

: Komen Connecticut Ride for the Cure, which benefits 

: the Susan G. Komen for the Cure Connecticut. This 

: year, Ride for the Cure celebrates its 10th anniversary 

: and has challenged itself to enlist 150 riders and raise 


we ASOne 
WILLIAM RAVEIS 


Real Estate 


Buying or Selling 
Call Delphine Newell for your FREE Comparative 


Market Analysis. Find out what your home is 
worth and what you should sell it for. 
Let me help you find your dream home! 


I have over 18 years of real estate experience and offer. 


EXCELLENT SERVICE with RESULTS 


Specializing in all of Eastern Connecticut, 
the Quiet Corner, and the Shoreline. 


Call Delphine Newell 
at 860-933-6955 or 
newelld@raveisre.com 
Licensed in CT, FL, RI 





om 0) iB SERVICE RESTAURANT, PRIVATE DINING, CATERING 


Freshest Ingredients Prepared With A Continental Touch 
GOURMET DINING * SEASONAL MENU ° FINE WINE 


SEATING 
Tues-Thurs 5-8:30 
Fri & Sat 5-9:00 
Sunday Brunch 11-2:00 
& Dinner 4-8:00 


Reservations Requested 


~ Inviting Ambience of a Classic Era ~ 
A Hidden Gem in Connecticut’s Quiet Corner 


860-974-3456 


29 Plaine Hill Road 
Woodstock, CT 
974-3456 
Visit us on the web at 
mansionatbaldhill.com 


Make Your Next Special Occasion “Szmply Memorable” 
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i $150,000. The event takes place Sunday, October 3 at 
i Tyrone Farm in Pomfret. 


“Our first Ride in 2001 registered about 70 riders 


and raised about $40,000,” says Townshend. “Since 

: then we have grown to about 120 riders yearly and 

: have raised over $700,000. Ride for the Cure has also 

: mentored Rides in several other states with 8 events 

: around the country in 2010 and many more planned 

: for 2011. Most of our riders are Quiet Corner residents 
: and have participated in the event for many years. 

: Additionally, many local businesses have supported the 
: event through cash and in kind donations.” 


“We have limited number of riders in past years 


: to 100 with the goal of raising $25,000,” explains 

: Jakowski, “but we have exceeded that amount every 

: year and raised almost $100,000 in 2009. We have had 

: riders come from as far away as Pennsylvania, New 

: Hampshire and Cape Cod to participate in our event. 

: Our success over the past 10 years has been dependent 
on the hard work of our dedicated committee members, 
: the wonderful and numerous volunteers, the beautiful 

' venue at Tyrone Farm, the many local supporters 

: and—the most important people—the riders who have 

: raised the donations in support of the women whose 

: courage they honor.” 


Non-riding supporters can go to rideforthecurect. 


: org or komenct.org and contribute to individual riders. 
Ride For the Cure also welcomes donations of in kind 
gifts or services for door prizes. “The money raised at 

' the Ride will be invested locally in Connecticut-based 

: education, screening and treatment programs. Until we 
: find the cures for breast cancer, we feel it’s essential that 
: the women of Connecticut have access to the services 

: they need to take charge of their breast health because, 
: we know that when breast cancer is caught early, the 

: survival rate is 98 percent. We’re working to ensure 

: that all women in our communities have access to the 

' care they need.” Anne Morris, Komen Connecticut’s 

: Executive Director. 


Cc 
tL UL 


i. ee A ee 


For a romantic getaway, honeymoon, 
business meeting, family re-unions or 
_ short term stay. Escape to your private 
Jacuzzi tub or body spa shower, or 
simply relax by the fireplace with your 


robe and warm beverage! 


® 360-963-0522 


| www.featherhillbedandbreakfast.com 
151 Mashamoquet Road, Pomfret CT 


Fine Foods & Farm Market | 
570 Providence Aol, Frooklyn, CT 
Ro i ef Pee ae Pie, en 


‘R607 7-040 





Fruit & Produce - Only the best! 
me Always local whenever possible. 
»| Venda Ravioli - Ravioli & Sauces, 
e=..| we bring Federal Hill to Brooklyn! 
#™| Bakery - Fresh baked breads & pies, 
ge fruit squares, cookies and now 
gluten free items! 





ha 
Huge Salad Bar with Shrimp Cocktail, 
Fresh Cut Chunky Fruit Salad, Chicken 
Salad 
“Quick Cuisine” Chef prepared foods to 
: serve at home. Just tell them you cooked! 
Cheese Shop - Large variety from around 
i the world. Knowledgable staff to help 
“you make the best choice. 


We ne Your Lrcal Firm Marke Encryday! / 


\ 7 520 Providence Rd, Brooklyn, CT 
www:SweetPeasFineFoods.com ¢ 860-779-3040 





Laplore MARS 


Despite the planetary connotation, MARS is a program involving music. The acronym stands for Music at Rectory School. MARS is a 
community music education program founded by Jacqueline Smith, Chair of Performing Arts at Rectory School in 2004. 
The program offers private music lessons taught by professional musicians to community members of all ages. MARS’s home 


is the Tang Performing Art Center on the campus of Rectory School in Pomfret. 


BY CRIS-CAvpIzZ 


s a musician herself and 25-year 
veteran in music education, Smith 
aw a need for private music 


instruction in northeastern Connecticut. 
Students who wanted one-on-one 
instruction had to drive to UCONN or 
beyond for private music lessons. Smith 
also saw the potential for her school to 

fill this gap. “I had this idea because I saw 
many of the teachers here leaving at 2:30 
to teach elsewhere...” she explains. Rectory 
School sports programs begin at this time 
and the academic halls grow quiet. In 
addition, Rectory School’s beautiful P.Y. 
and Kinmay Tang Performing Arts Center, 
built in 2001 by a generous donation from 
an alum is the perfect venue. The Tang 
Performing Arts Center is built into a 
hillside on campus and boasts a 230-seat, 
state-of-the-art auditorium plus music classroom and 
office space. Smith realized she had the potential to offer 
something special to the Quiet Corner community. 

“At 3PM when the Rectory School kids go to sports, 
MARS comes to life,” says Smith. “We use every available 
space for teaching. And since this is an after-school 
program, it’s not unusual to see kids lining the hallways 
doing their homework.” MARS lesson space includes a 
large instrumental music room, an office, an instrument 
closet, even nooks at the ends of hallways become 
places to make music. Students take lessons once a 
week for 30 to 60 minutes. Each nine-week session costs 
$306. The trimester approach is designed to help kids 
(and parents!) who might also play sports during the 
year. Semi-private lessons (for siblings or parent/child) 
are also available. Every June students can perform ina 
recital in the impressive Tang Auditorium. 

Dayna Flath’s daughter Hannah has attended 
MARS since its inception, taking piano, voice and guitar. 
“She’s always loved the teachers she’s had, and though 
it’s not her favorite thing to do, the recital at the end 
of the year is an excellent experience for her and all 
the kids. The program has very talented, wonderful 
teachers and is very organized which is helpful for 
parents. Jackie [Smith] does a great job running it.” 
Flath’s younger daughter Paloma started piano at MARS 
last year with Ericka Beckwith. She loved it and will 
continue this year. 

“Even if it doesn’t become a life-long thing, I 
think learning to play an instrument and read music is 
incredibly important for our children, especially in this 
age when a lot of music and the arts have been cut from 
schools,” says Flath. 
express themselves and to look at the world. “ 


“It gives them a whole new way to 


.. Pomfret 
= Ls, Spirit Shoppe 
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Purveyors of 
Fine Wine, 
— te 
_ Beer & Spirits 
) Serving Northeastern Connecticut 
for Over Fifty Five Years! 


640 Pomfret Street/Route 169 
Pomfret, CT 06258 * 860-928-2946 





| , jobs and they need the help. We also 
_ ” ‘ have gotten kids from Willimantic who 

| \ are in the court system. They need to 
get involved in an activity and through 
the TEEG Mentoring Program they 
come to us for lessons. Their mentors 
can take lessons with them. It’s nice 
to know that we are also reaching a 
different demographic.” Unfortunately, 
the scholarship money doesn’t last long. 
“Its August and we are running out now,” 
says Smith. “The hardest part is getting 
people to come to the faculty concert ... 
although we accept-and get—donations at 
any time.” 

Donna Grant, Executive Director 

of TEEG, recalls that the partnership 
between TEEG and MARS started when 
TEEG was working with a child whom 


: The MARS program started seven years ago with about a dozen students. This year there are 

: over 60 students from age four through adults and 17 teachers. Students range from complete 

: beginners to high school seniors working on college auditions. The faculty is top-notch. “Although 
' it’s not an official one, we have a great relationship with UCONN. Now that we are in our seventh 

: year, UCONN grads and some 5th year students know us and come to teach here,” says Smith. 


MARS instructors include Dr. Linda Neely, 


: Associate Professor of Music at UCONN; Dr. Cristian 

: Pastorello, who has performed internationally and 

: teaches at the University of New Haven; and local jazz 
: phenom Anders Vercelli among other professional 

: musicians and educators. 


Every year during late winter, the faculty also 


: puts on a concert. “This is not a student recital,” says 

i Smith. “These are professional musicians. The teachers 

: really look forward to it...we just don’t have time to 

: make music together.” The purpose of this faculty 

2 performance is dear to Smith’s heart and an important 

: part of what makes the MARS program special. The 

: faculty concert raises several thousand dollars, 100% of 
: which goes directly into a scholarship fund. 


Financial aid is awarded to eligible families through 


: a partnership with local organization Thompson 

: Ecumenical Empowerment Group (TEEG). Students do 
not need to audition for lessons at MARS. Anyone who 

: desires music education can participate, and the MARS 

: scholarship program ensures that even children who 

: ordinarily couldn’t afford private lessons have access to 
: them. 


“The MARS scholarship program is what I am most 


: proud of, especially in these hard economic times,” says 
i Smith. “Today we are getting kids who haven’t needed 
: financial aid before. But both their parents lose their 


: they knew would benefit from fostering his interest 

: in music. The parents couldn’t afford private lessons, 

: so TEEG supported an initial scholarship to the 

: MARS program. Smith had started the faculty concert 

: scholarship fund but was not comfortable determining 
: who qualified for financial aid. “We income qualify 

: families all the time,” explains Grant. “So families apply 
: to the MARS scholarship program and TEEG does all 

: the paperwork. Our Mentoring Program also offsets 

: initial costs for some students. We see if private lessons 
will work or not. If there’s a real commitment there, 

: then they can apply for the MARS scholarship.” 


Smith’s has dreams for the future of the MARS 


: program. First, is to raise more money to support the 

: MARS scholarship fund. In addition, MARS faculty 

: member Dr. Neely would like to begin a Saturday 

: morning pre-school music program. Smith would also 

: like to expand a fledgling dance program. And finally 

: she would like to build an orchestra. There are no string 
: instrumental programs in any of the public schools 

: in the surrounding 11-town region. So far MARS has 

: added violin, viola and cello lessons and, apparently, 

: there is a MARS violin teacher who would love to start a 
? community youth orchestra. Stay tuned...! 


: For more information visit 
: www.musicatrectoryschool.org. 


: See 1920, 
AN INDEPENDENT, COED JUNIOR BOARDING (5—9) AND DAY SCHOOL (K-9) 


Encouraging Creativity and the Joy of Learning 


Our Dadents 





Ove tt kh tere! 
Admissions 860-928-1328 528 Pomfret St., Pomfret, CT 06258 www.rectoryschool.org 
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.quine Events 


AT TYRONE FARM 


“The beauty is beyond belief,” said a rider at Tyrone Farm one autumn morning, waving one arm 
as if to encompass the view of thousands of green acres of open land and distant views. In her 
other hand she held the reins to her horse, a big chestnut, which was munching grass, oblivious 
to the beauty that surrounded the contented animal. 


BY NANCY WEISS 


yrone Farm in Pomfret is the perfect cross 

of environments. With a large home as the 

centerpiece of an immaculately maintained 
property, Tyrone also features some of the best riding 
trails in the region. Under the eye of owner Bill 
McLaren and his son, Ian, their ancestral property has 
become a favorite destination of riders from throughout 
southern New England. Autumn is an especially busy 
time for charity rides, an historic Hunter Pace, and a 
colorful hunt complete with fox hounds, elegant tack 
and a coterie of skilled riders on beautiful horses. 

Susan Boone is coordinator of Equine Events. 
Boone assumed her position in 2005, but for many 
years before was involved with the development of a 
remarkable equine program at the Pomfret site. 

Boone, who moved to the area when her native 
town in Massachusetts began to feel too crowded, has 
a long association with Tyrone Farm. In 1991, the late 
Elizabeth, “Zibbs, Love, the mother of current owner, 
Bill McLaren, and a horsewoman herself invited Boone 
to set the pace for the Pomfret Hunter Pace at Tyrone 
Farm. Boone was delighted to become involved and 
now, as Tyrone celebrates its 26th annual Hunter Pace, 
Boone reflects with pleasure on the history of the 
events, which has become a valued tradition for several 
generations of riders. 
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Open everyday 10-5 * Thursday 10-9 
| 154 MAIN STREET, PUTNAM, CT 06260 
860-963-1228 


woolworks@snet.net * www.woolworksltd.com 


one of the most Sune settin = a wedding in 
all of Connecticut” — ase Magazine : 


(Call for an appointment for your personal tour of the estate 
and visit our website fora preview www,gwyncareginn.com 
iat Read, Fempret Center, Ct OO2L59 
SOO. eee BOS 
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The trails used in the Hunter Pace and the other 
equine events are on either Tyrone Farm property, the 
scenic Airline Trail, which was formerly a railroad bed, 
or on the edges of several private properties. Riders 
cross country roads that are well marked and lightly 
traveled. 

One of Boone’s personal missions is to expand 
the number and types of clinics for riders of various 
interests and abilities. When Susan began at Tyrone, 
there were two or three clinics each year in spring and 
fall. Now there is a clinic every month with different 
instructors for each specialty. In small groups of 
three or four, riders hone their skills and develop new 
competencies that may lead them to other types of 
equine events, such as jumping or cross-country. 

As Master of the Hounds of the Tanheath Hunt, 


Boone raises and trains nearly twenty foxhounds. When 


the hunt occurs and riders bedecked in their “ pinks” 
gallop across the landscape in pursuit of a fictitious fox, 
really a scent dragged along the ground. To participate 
in a hunt, riders need specific skills. Since 2002, Boone 
has been offering Fox Hunting Clinics. Riding ina 
group is an important aspect of the hunt and horses 
need to lean how to behave well with others. The hunt 
is open to members of Tanheath and riders who enjoy 
hunter pace match-ups. 

Eight years ago Tyrone Farm instituted a Judged 
Pleasure Ride series. They now offer three each year 
with age divisions for various groups. Each ride has 
four obstacles, but Boone stresses that the series 
focuses on relaxing rides on beautiful trails more than 
competition. 

Enthusiasm for carriage driving is widespread. 
Boone offers a driving program with lunch or brunch 
each year. The program attracts a growing number of 
participants each year, adding a new twist to Tyrone 
Farm programs. 
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: This year, the Hunter Pace, which will be held on October 9, will attract between 200 and 250 riders who 
: will compete in four divisions: hunting, hill topping, trail and Junior. Proceeds from the Hunter Pace, 

: which includes a celebratory luncheon and presentation of awards, go toward maintaining and upgrading 
: the vast series of trails that are used for equine events. Boone noted that work has been done on muddy 

: sections with gravel and drainage installed to improve the footing. 


On October 3rd, Tyrone Farm will celebrate the 
10th anniversary of the Komen Connecticut Ride for 
the Cure, an event to raise funds to fight breast cancer. 
With a whopping $507,000 contributed through the 
ride over the past decade, organizers look forward to 
welcoming over 150 riders, who will raise approximately 
$150,000 for the cause. 

As horses and riders wend their way through 
the leafy woodland and open fields, many will ride 
in memory of women who have succumbed to breast 
cancer as well as others who will celebrate survivors of 
the disease. 

While equine events can be strenuous, Boone notes 
that the over 50-age group is the largest and fastest 
growing segment of participants. Most riders at Tyrone 
care for their own horses rather than board them, so 
Boone knows she is attracting people who work with 
their animals every day and enjoy the bonds they 
develop while spending time with others who share 
their passion for horses. 

Tyron Farm is a rural jewel. The Colonial home 
that graces the entrance, the renovated barn and the 
elegant gardens and grounds provide a central point 
from which to celebrate the ancient bond between horse 
and rider. Under the professional eye of Susan Boone, 
countless residents of the region and beyond get to 
enjoy a country ride or hunt, often while supporting an 
important cause. 

From the early enthusiasm of Zibbs Love for using 
her estate as a place for horse lovers to ride the trails 
while supporting causes to the current involvement of 
her son and grandson, Tyrone Farm, where more than 
half a million dollars has been raised to fight breast 
cancer, is truly beautiful both in how it looks and the 
good it does. For more information visit: 
www.tyronefarm.com 


Free Depression 
Screening 

A written self-test and a confidential meeting with a mental 

health professional can help identify symptoms of depression. 


Also included this year will be questions designed to identify 
anxiety disorders and Post Traumatic Sires Disorder 


THURSDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2010 
11am-1pm and 5pm-7pm 


Adolescents, adults, older adults 
tataareiniicaiceniititattcer 


VERNON, 
MANSFIELD, 
GROTON & PUTNAM 


HARTFORD 
The Institute of Living 
at Hartford Hospital 
| Assessment Center 

Natchaug Hospital 
sania aia Donnelly building 
200 Retreat Ave. 


§60-545-7454 


Adult Day Treatment Programs 


800-426-7792 


THE 
INSTITUTE 
Te Hospital Ms OF LIVING 


3) HARTFORD HEALTHCARE TY HARTFORD HOSPITAL HARTFORD HOSPITAL 


Church Street 
STORAGE 


Church Street Storage 
241 Church Street 
Putnam, CT 
860-928-2019 or 


860-234-3814 


Climate Controlled 
\ (Heated & Air Conditioned) 


Convenient to 
Downtown Putnam 
& 2 miles from 1-395 


www.churchstreetstorage.com 


If You Enjoy the Putnam Traveler 


Please Support Our Efforts 
By Advertising in this Valuable 
Tourism and Community Publication! 
Call 860-963-0414 or email us at: 
putnamtraveler@ct.metrocast.net 


Distributed to over 10,000 households 
and over 5,000 visitor locations in 
Connecticut, Massachusetts & Rhode Island 


Email press releases and article ideas to: 
putnamtraveler@ct.metrocast.net 


Putnam Traveler reserves the right to edit articles as needed. 
GD Publishing, LLC provides design, photography, editorial & 
sales for the Putnam Traveler. 








WOODSTOCK 


_ es as | 1 
VEASTFORD | 
a 


POMFRET 


land. 


KILLINGLY 


eel ele | 


Real people. Great service. 


HOME @ AUTO @ BUSINESS @ FARM 
LIFE & HEALTH @® CONDOS 
RENTERS @ MOTORCYCLE & 


BOAT 


Marc Archambault, CIC, CPCU 
Thomas Archambault, CIC 
Charles Pufter, CPCU 


ARCHAMBAULT INSURANCE ASSOCIATES 


T 860 928 0811 
143 Providence St. Putnam 
— LESCHKE-PUFFER 
T 860 9258 2796 
170) Main Sct. Purcnam 


T #60 779 5030 
136 Main St. Danielson 


wwwoirchambaultins.com WWW, leschke-puffer.com 


Two Great Families Join Forces To Serve You Better! 
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open 7 days x ANTIQUES, 
10 am to 5 pm | | 


Come One, Come All: 


Four levels j 
Anew Meet friendly Senior Citizens 
Antique. Vintage who will be delighted to show iisieue Vous 
| Vintage Building Materials @ 


The Antiques Marketplace} When they were your age. | e Architectural Antiques 
in the old Bugbee Building ue eres | 
109 Main Street | Prices are surprisingly reasonable! www.oldwoodworkshop.com 


2 “sy i. 
eres Special: With this coupon, two free Giving old wood new life... 
recollections of the good old days! | THOMAS CAMPBELL 
We Buy Estates, Jewelry | | | 193 Hampton Road, Pomfret Center, CT 06259 
Gold, Silver, Coins ¢ | | oe aey ~ 860-655-5259 
Fine Art, Lamps ee TIT TTT 1 ee te Fi “Open by chance or appointment” 


Take the Road 
Less Traveled... 


in The Last Green Valley 
during the entire month 


of October 


With more than 100 FREE, guided 
walks, bikes, and paddles, and 
PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS over 50 regional events, visitors 
PRINTING SERVICES and residents alike will enjoy 
exploring the natural, historical 
and cultural treasures of the 
The Last Green Valley in | | 
PROforma 101 Business Solutions ; northeastern CT and south } For more information call toll-free 
sae PRO/or Ind central MA every day during | 1 (866) 363-7226 or visit 
Carmel ostonmndéproforma-com —OHE BOURCE. INFINITE HEBOURCEY: the entire month of October. www.thelastgreenvalley.org 


www.proforma.com/101bs 
860.774.6904 


BUSINESS DOCUMENTS 
ECOMMERCE SOLUTIONS 
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IolUleame)i-\va 
») American Fusion Cuisine with 
» fresh, local, organic ingredients 


The Sonos® Multi-Room Music System lets you play all A Awa ra-WLAWL wa casual fine ALMWLNG 
the music you want, all over your house and control it a LM A Warm, contempora ie) atmosphere 
all with the touch of a finger. Wirelessly. You can play ~ , t | MENG dining room for up to 30 guests 


the same song in every room with perfect synchronicity nr | iogw 


or different songs in different rooms. And Sonos gives : 

you endless music choices — music stored on your C T M | j . } ' y, : 

computer, including iTunes®, 25,000 free internet radio A F aga %o Z N A ¥ . Z N N CT 

stations, and the most popular online music services , 2 9 | ) 

with millions of songs and stations. To start listening, 9 () 1] Q READ ER fs CHO | CK 
simply pick a room, find a song and touch play! RESTAUR | NT POLL AWARDS 


‘6 } 19? 
Best Bar 4 
Statewide Runner - up 85 » 


Best Bar - Windham County 


Althe music ou want. lloveryourhouse. (SONOS) Best Sushi - Windham County ~aaesG 
Best Seafood - Windham County 
ae home call Sam Crawford at: 860.316.2300 Best Continental - /’indham County 
zene ne eee meen Best Outdoor Dining - Windham County 
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